
SERVICE  OF  WORSHIP  FOR  THE  LORD’S  DAY 
July 12, 2026                         Seventh Sunday after Pentecost                 10:00am 
                                           † People May Stand                                    __ 

 

 

GATHERING IN GOD’S PRESENCE 
 

Chimes 
 

Prelude          Dr. Jesse Gray 
 

Welcome  Jennifer Kohnen 
 
† Call to Worship  
 Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth. 
  Worship the Lord with gladness; come into his presence with singing. 
 Know that the Lord is God. It is he that made us, and we are his; we are his 
 people, and the sheep of his pasture. 
  Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise. Give 
  thanks to him, bless his name. 
 For the Lord is good; his steadfast love endures forever, 
  and his faithfulness to all generations. 
 
† Opening Hymn 430 (Blue Hymnal) “Come Sing, O Church, in Joy!”  
    Darwall’s 148th 
Call to Confession 
   
Prayer of Confession    

Holy God, in your mercy, unburden us. We come, weighed down with concerns for the 
church, for the nation, for the world, and for our own families and friends. We confess 
that we let our concerns crowd out our joy. We allow our worries to invade the present 
and become “the main thing.” Forgive us, Lord, and remind us that you are “the main 
thing.” Change our hearts, we pray, so that we may live each day for you and with you, 
in holy joy. We pray in Christ’s name. Amen.  

(A moment for silent prayer follows) 
 

 

Response  
Change my heart, O God, make it ever new. 
Change my heart, O God. I would be like you. 
 

Assurance of Pardon 
 
† Passing the Peace of Christ                                        
     The peace of Christ be with you.  And also with you.  
                                         Exchange signs of peace with each other. 
 
† Response 579 (Blue Hymnal)       “Glory Be to the Father”           Gloria Patri 
 

HEARING THE WORD OF GOD 
 

The Children’s Message  The Rev. Ruth L. Boling 
 
Prayer for Illumination (sung)   

Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path. (Repeat) 
When I feel afraid and I think I’ve lost my way,  
still you’re there right beside me. 
Nothing will I fear as long as you are near. Please be near me to the end. 
Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path. (Repeat)  
 
 Responsive Psalter Reading   Psalm 119:105-112 

 Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. 
  I have sworn an oath and confirmed it, to observe your righteous  
  ordinances. 



 I am severely afflicted; give me life, O Lord, according to your word. 
  Accept my offering of praise, O Lord, and teach me your ordinances. 
 I hold my life in my hand continually, but I do not forget your law. 
  The wicked have laid a snare for me, but I do not stray from your 
  precepts. 
 Your decrees are my heritage forever; they are the joy of my heart. 
  I incline my heart to perform your statutes forever, to the end. 
 
   

New Testament Reading         Matthew 13:1-9 pew Bible pages 846-847 
  large print Bible page 16 
 
Sermon                                   “A Well-Placed Hope”  
                

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 

† Affirmation of Faith (The Apostles’ Creed, page 14 in the Blue Hymnal) 
 
† Hymn of Response 250 (Glory to God Hymnal)  “In the Bulb There Is a Flower”  
    Hymn of Promise 
 Welcome and Announcements 
 
Sharing of Joys and Concerns of the Church 
 
Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer  (“debts” and “debtors”)  
 
The Offering of our Lives 
 
Offertory 
   
† Response 460 (Blue)    “Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow”   Doxology 
 
Offertory Prayer 

SENDING INTO THE WORLD 
 

† Sending Hymn 425  (Blue Hymnal)   “Lord of Light, Your Name Outshining”    
    Abbot’s Leigh 
Benediction 
 
Choral Amen     
              
Postlude  

 



      
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 


