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CHURCH ON THE GREEN

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ: June 18, 2026

When the Apostle Paul traveled around the Mediterranean establishing churches, he did not
stay in any one place permanently. The time he spent with each community of new Christians
was critically important in their spiritual formation. But when the time was right, Paul left each
congregation to grow and manage on their own. Paul preached the Gospel of Jesus Christ,
cultivated leaders and coached each community in the everyday joys and challenges of
Christian living. Then, Paul left. | believe that Paul’s leaving was just as important to the growth
and development of each beloved community as was the time Paul spent with them in person.

| write to share with you my decision to retire from active ministry. | do so after considerable
prayer and discernment. | do so knowing, as Paul knew, that you are in good hands. God’s
hands. | do so with a flood of memories from our nearly fourteen years together welling up in my
mind and washing over me. | do so with deep, deep gratitude to God for calling me here to be
your pastor. As | compose this letter, | am profoundly aware of just how much | will miss you.

With the blessing of the Session, | will continue to serve among you until the end of October. At
that time my husband Carlos will also retire. (We both turn 65 this year.) Our plan is to move
back to our home in Queens—at least long enough to get it ready to put on the market—and to
spend as much time in Maine as we can manage.

I’'m the sort of person who likes to finish what | start, but ministry in the real world rarely allows
one to sit back and declare, “mission accomplished.” We’ve spent fourteen years together
innovating and adapting to changing circumstances and real world realities. | expect you will
need to do more innovating and adapting in the years to come, but you’ve gotten good at it!

Friends, this has been a difficult letter to write. After all, I've spent nearly one quarter of my life
with you. You have touched me, challenged me, consoled me and made me laugh. You’ve given
generously of your time, talents and treasure to sustain the church’s ministry in every season.

As Paul wrote to a beloved congregation, so | write to you, my beloved Church on the Green:
I thank my God every time | remember you, constantly praying with joy in every one of my
prayers for all of you, because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now. | am
confident of this, that the one who began a good work among you will bring it to completion by
the day of Jesus Christ. ~Philippians 1:3-5

Yours faithfully,

G0 Cutho

Ruth L. Boling, Pastor

Rev. Dr. Ruth L. Boling, Pastor, 147 Broad St., Bloomfield, NJ, 07003 973-743-1796. www.bpcog.org

...rooted and grounded in love. ~Ephesians 3:17



